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Concept Note on NCF-Foundational Stage

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a transformative initiative to usher India to prepare to meet the
challenging demands of 21st-century society. To enable its implementation, the National Curriculum
Framework for Foundational Stage 2022 has:been developed by the National Steering Committee for
National Curriculum Framework. Its objective is to realise the highest quality education for all our children,
consistent with learning in an equitable, inclusive,and plural society as envisaged by our Constitution.

This is India's first-ever integrated Curriculum Framework for children ages 3-8. It is a direct outcome of the
5+3+3+4 'curricular and pedagogical structure' proposed by the NEP 2020 for. School Education. The
National Steering Committee for NCFs has-aimed to build a curriculum framework for the Foundational
Stage considering the extensive worldwide research on ECCE, leveraging the rich traditions of India and
building on the recent initiatives, such as NIPUN Bharat and Vidya Pravesh, to have an early childhood care
and learning eco-system for all of India's children.

Implicit in the NCF for Foundational Stage is the recognition that the first eight years of human life are critical
for future learning and health. Learning delays can be significantly reduced with the help of intervention in the
early years. In that context, the new 5+3+3+4 curricular structure, which integrates ECCE for all children
aged 3 to 8, is included in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

At the Foundational Stage, the curriculum is contextualised and rooted with content and pedagogy derived
from children's life experiences that reflect the familiar, i.e., the cultural and social context in which the child
1s growing. This will help build deep connections with children and develop ownership of teachers and
children of the curriculum. It lays clear pathways for competencies and outcomes, teacher engagement,
school environment, child safety and assessment.

The new framework is rooted in the concept of “Pancha kosha”, which are physical development (Sharirik
Vikas), development of life energy (Pranic Vikas), emotional and mental development (Manasic Vikas),
intellectual development (Bauddhik Vikas), and spiritual development (Chaitsik Vikas). Keeping 'play' at the
core of curriculum organisation provides for the overall holistic transformation of the curriculum of the
ECCE. It focuses not only on the revision of textbooks, school infrastructure, and culture but also on changes
in the teaching and learning process to provide a holistic learning experience to students. Such an experience
will cater to children's different needs and levels, including children with special needs, for learning to be
genuinely inclusive.

The changes proposed in the NCF must respond to India's glorious unity and diversity. Based on the guiding
principles of the curriculum framework, questions about novelties that relevant functionaries can bring in
teaching-learning materials, textbooks, pedagogical practices such as assessment, school and classroom
practice, learning environment and culture of our educational institutions. Further, what role can parents and
other community members and citizens of India play in this transformation?

With all these and many such questions, the present seminar focuses on bringing academicians, teachers,
educators and students to deliberate and make suggestions for implementing NCF-Foundational Stage 2022.
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