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M Ed Two Year Programme 

S.CInt. 1 (j) :  Epistemological and Conceptual Framework of Comparative and 

International Education 

Maximum Marks: 100 

Rationale of Course 
 

The aim of this course is to engage students with Comparative and International Education as a 

field of study that bears in its very name a methodological approach and enables them to develop 

comparative perspectives on not only the foreign systems of education but also on the 

contemporary trends of examining diverse issues and concerns in education across political 

borders. Many students who undertake comparative study of education find not only that they 

learn more about other cultures and societies but also that they learn more about their own. 

Comparison, after all, brings out the uniqueness of each variable under study. Today, 

globalization processes and global forces as international/regional, governmental organizations, 

international NGOs and  global education networks undermine the ‘traditional’ comparative 

methods and approaches. It is in this context that students would get an opportunity to rethink 

and develop insights in new comparing strategies, transfer, post comparison approaches and 

shifting trans-national scenarios and evolve cross cultural perspectives. This Paper shall focus on 

the epistemological and conceptual framework to construct the field of Comparative and 

International Education. At the end of the course, students should be able to meet the following 

Objectives: 

 

 Engage with critical analysis of the intellectual histories and discourses about the 

epistemological boundaries of comparative and international education. 

 Develop an understanding from the perspectives of Foucault and Bourdieu.  The 

historical contingencies and power relations that led to the institutionalisation of 

comparative education as a stable set of heterogeneous discourses in different times 

and places. 

 Foster depth of reflection and equip with the conceptual basis and skills of 

comparative inquiry to enable systematic exploration of key issues affecting 

educational policies, practices, and reforms at  home and abroad. 

 Understand the multi-disciplinary and applied strengths of the field; the complexities 

of this kind of study; the dangers of the misapplication of findings; the importance of 

theoretical analysis and methodological rigour; and the enduring centrality of the 

concepts of cultural context and educational transfer for the field as a whole. 

 Evolve global outlook and  cross-cultural sensitivities on educational concerns and 

nurture capacities to critically reflect on the social realities and in a study of the 

solutions attempted. 
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Unit I   Conceptualising Comparative and International Education 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Cultural Awareness, Intercultural communications, Socialisation 

 Identifying the field of Comparative Education- meaning, purposes  & scope 

 The Field's Historical Development and Paradigms 

 Comparative Education as Foundational in Education 

 A multidisciplinary field of enquiry 

 An issue-oriented approach to Comparative Education 

 

Unit II   Theoretical and Methodological Concerns in Comparative Education 

 Grand theories and mid range theories; consensus/conflict/critical theories 

 Structural-Functionalist Perspectives in Comparative Education; Modernization 

Theory;Human Capital Formation Theory. 

 Marxist Perspectives in Comparative Education;Dependency Theory;Liberation Theory. 

 Postmodernism and Poststructuralism:Theoretical Challenges to the Modern;Influences 

in Comparative Education. 

 

Unit III  World Systems Theory to Globalisation/Localisation  Dialectic 

 Comparative perspectives of Kandel ; Bereday's Area Studies 

 Bray and Thomas Cube-multi level analysis 

 Globalisation-Localisation 

 Macro-Micro levels of comparison 

 Professional Societies-WCCES and Regional Organisations 

 

Unit IV Construction of  Comparative Frameworks for Interpreting Educational Issues 

 Foucault and Bourdieu- Discursive formations;Critique of Knowledge Fields 

 Comparison and the use of Analytic Frameworks 

 Hofsted's Framework;Harvey and Knight's Framework;Frank's Framework;Thomas's 

Framework 

 Bridging the Frameworks to other Dilemmas in Education 

 The Value of Comparative Education 

 

Unit V International Agencies and Organisations                                                                                                                                                                                 

 Education-an intercultural task 

 Education Funding  

 International Agencies of Education- Policy oriented, Country specific,Academic 

Organisations  

 WCCES (World Council of Comparative Education Societies) and the Regional 

Organisations 

 

Term Paper and Seminar Presentation 
* Comparative Education-A Discipline,A Field, A Method or A Perspective ? 

* Mapping the intellectual discourse on Comparative Education 

* Contemporary trends  in Comparison 

* Reconstructing Comparative Education 
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