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M Ed Two Year Programme 

S.CInt. 2 (j) :  Issues in Comparative and International Education 
 

Maximum Marks: 100 

Rationale of Course 
 

The aim of this course is to engage students with the field of Comparative and International 

Education and develop comparative perspectives on the foreign systems of education as well as 

on the contemporary issues and public policy around education across political borders. It shall 

give multi-level exposure to the students through a diversity of voices as possible, from 

geographic, cultural and ideological standpoints. It shall enable the student to focus upon current 

issues and controversies in a field that is undergoing changes as profound as the geopolitical and 

economic forces that are reshaping our worlds. It would provide opportunities to probe into a 

range of methodologies associated with comparative and international education which would be 

both exemplified and opened up for debate. It is intended that students specially those from 

settings and locations not frequently part of the ''developed'' contexts would be able to meet the 

following Objectives: 
 

 Understand the processes through which educational changes occur. 

 Compare the organisation of education at different levels across the globe and identify 

similarities and differences to adapt and appropriate changes in one's own educational 

context. 

 Engage and reflect with the tools of comparison for the integration of an individual 

effectively into a society so that the individual can achieve self-realization, develop national 

consciousness, promote unity and strive for social, economic, political, scientific cultural and 

technological progress. 

 Foster depth of reflection and equip with the skills of comparative inquiry to enable 

systematic exporation of key issues affecting educational policies, practices, and reforms 

at  home and abroad. 

 Widen one's conceptual lenses to see how seemingly similar issues manifest themselves 

in diverse settings. 

 Improve understanding both of the forces which shape education systems and processes 

in different settings, and of the impact of education systems and processes on social and 

other developments. 

 Understand the multi-disciplinary and applied strengths of the field; the complexities of 

this kind of study; the dangers of the misapplication of findings; the importance of 

theoretical analysis and methodological rigour; and the enduring centrality of the 

concepts of cultural context and educational transfer for the field as a whole. 

 Evolve with a global outlook and  cross-cultural sensitivities on educational concerns and 

nurture capacities to critically reflect on the social realities and in a study of the solutions 

attempted. 
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Unit I Globalisation and Mapping the Intellectual Discourse on Comparative Education                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 Comparative Education as Foundational in Education 

 Mapping the intellectual discourse-Broad Survey 

 An issue-oriented Approach to Comparative Education 

 Globalisation and the rescaling of Education Politics and Policy 

 A survey of recent innovations and changes in education in India and across the Globe. 

 

Unit II  Comparative Perspectives on Organisation of Education 

 Early Childhood Care and Education in select Indian States 

 Primary School Education in India, Russia, UK and USA 

 Secondary School Education in India, Russia, UK and USA 

 Higher Education in India, Russia, UK and USA. 

 

Unit III  Comparing Issues in International Context: Experiences from Asia-Africa-South 

America 

 Purposes of Schooling; Curriculum as a mechanism of social and cultural reproduction 

 Inequality in Education; Educational Access and Opportunity 

 Education Accountability and Authority 

 Demographic Planning 

 Adult and Social Education  

 Teacher Education in China, India and Japan 

 Blending Work with Education-Experiences from China, India and Japan. 

 

Unit IV Comparing Status of Education through Public Reports 

 Reports  on status of Children and Education-UNESCO ,World Bank 

 Budget Provisions to Social Sector and Projections in India's Economic Survey 

 Schooling in the Goverment (Public) schools: insights from PROBE and ASER 

 Role of NGOs and Private Interventions in Education. 

 Funding in Education 

 

Unit V  Interpreting Children's Experiences  

 Differently abled Children in Schools 

 Educating the girl child 

 Children’s Attitudes to other Nationalities 

 Chidren's perception of histories of partition or displacement. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Term Paper and Seminar Presentations 

 Comparative study of curriculum policies/documents and curriculum frameworks across 

Educational Boards                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 New trends and issues in the Indian schools in the context of pedagogy and assessment. 

 Implementation and impact of public policies-comparative insights 

 Mobility,Migration and Minorities in Education 

 ICT and Education 

 Comparisons and the search for a ''modern self'' 

 New thinking in Comparative Education 
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 Cowen,R.&Kazamias,A.M.(ed.)(2009).International Handbook of Comparative 

Education-Part One and Two.London.Springer;New York. 

 Geetha,T.(ed.)(2009).A Comparative Study of Curriculum in I.B., C.I.S.C.E. and 
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