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Rationale of Course 
 

The concept of equality in Education is historically well established in our Educational discourse. 

The focus on this particular constitutional value is being increasingly felt in the contemporary 

times. Educational policies and reports of committees and commissions have time and again 

expressed their concerns on promoting equality for any progressive society. In fact, for teacher 

educators, public intellectuals and policy makers, it has acquired almost one of the most 

significant and unavoidable educational concern. The students engaging with this course, would 

get the opportunity and an academic space to comprehend and develop their perspectives around 

the idea of equality. At the end of engaging with this course, the students would have met the 

following Objectives: 

 

 Engage with critical perspectives on the educational system and patterns in a democratic 

and secular country with a pluralistic social context and its relevance in the contemporary 

context of a globalised world. 

 

 Examine how the quest for equality and self identity is a central concern in the processes 

of education. 

 

 Nurture capacities to critically reflect on the socio- historical realities, cherish the human 

values of equity and tolerance and challenge the social forces that threaten these 

constitutional values. 

 

 Promote democratic participation, challenge notions of patriarchy and the sociological 

discourse of equality in education.   

 Investigate the policies of education and its praxis in the context of India and  analyse the 

critics and alternatives generated by the exponents of equality in the Indian Society. 

 

 

Unit 1  Introduction: Sociological Perspectives 

Class, Status, Ethnicity, Sex, Caste and Religion as categories of analysis in the Sociology of 

Education.  

 

Unit 2 –Relation between Education, Mobility, Educational Opportunity and Social Change 

 ''The Equality of Educational Opportunity'' Debate in India with special reference to 

Muslims,  Scheduled Castes/Tribes and Women. 

 Alternatives in Education 

  the De-schooling movement 

 

 



Unit 3- Critical Perspectives in Education. 

The issues of representation in School Education and Higher Education. 

 Qualitative and Quantitative representations. 

 Religion, Caste and Gender. 

 Equality and Inclusive Education. 

 

Unit 4-The New Sociology of Education. 

 

  

 

Unit 5- Studying Dalit Literature as protest, liberating memories and assertion for Equality. 
Study of Dr. Ambedkar and Phule's writings. 

 Assembly Debates 

 New challenges 

 

Unit 5- Studying Educational Experiences of Marginalised Groups 

 Autobiographies, novels, poetries and other forms of expression 

 Documentaries and films 

 

Term Paper and Seminar Presentations 

 Critical analysis of Dalit Literature 

 Treatment of Deprived classes in Print and Electronic media  
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